[Clinical pathology on the verge of virtual microscopy].
For more than 100 years, examinations of pathology specimens have relied on the use of the light microscope. The technological progress of the last few years is enabling the digitizing of histologic specimen slides and application of the virtual microscope in diagnostics. Virtual microscopy will facilitate consultation possibilities, and digital image analysis serves to enhance the level of diagnostics. Organizing and monitoring clinicopathological meetings will become easier. Digital archive of histologic specimens and the virtual microscopy network are expected to benefit training and research as well, particularly what applies to the Finnish biobank network which is currently being established.